Introduction
It is estimated that around 135 million children worldwide are currently deprived of any form of schooling. 1 The ramifications of this are wideranging and severe: children denied access to education are habitually propelled into child labour, early marriage and child soldiering. Educational deprivation is also likely to lead to entrenched poverty, illiteracy, powerlessness and an inability to access information and participate effectively in society.
3 On a broader level, depriving individuals of education is thought to contribute to the stunted economic growth of communities and states. 4 in school. The Indian government's lack of ability to universalise access to quality primary education throughout the country tells 'a sad story of wasted minds.' 7 It is said to have contributed to pervasive and endemic illiteracy, 8 thereby limiting 'the freedom and well-being' of the Indian population; high mortality and fertility rates; and limits the potential for social change and economic growth. 9 In addition, as many of India's out of school children are members of already marginalised groups, such as children living in rural communities, girls and children of Scheduled Tribes and Castes, 10 denying these children education perpetuates a vicious cycle of powerlessness, poverty and oppression, and further entrenches existing gender, class and caste divisions in India. 11 In light of the widespread denial of access to education in India and the grave ramifications of this, 'heroic efforts' are now needed to secure universal elementary education for all of India's children. 12 Despite the long-time recognition that education is a fundamental human right, development programmes designed to improve access to primary education for children have been most commonly defined as a development goal, rather than a right. 13 As a result, the instrumental value of conceptualising education as a universal human right has been lost. In 1997, however, the state of Madhya Pradesh, one of India's least developed and traditionally worst performing states in ensuring access to education, 14 instituted a deliberately rights-based programme aimed at universalising access to primary education. The programme, the
